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CONSTANZO,   SJ.5 THE BLESSED CAMILLO
(CONSTANTIUS CAMILLUS), MARTYR IN JAPAN

(1570-1622)

FATHER CAMILLO CONSTANZO was born at Motta Bovolina (Calabria), and
entered the Neapolitan Province of the Society of Jesus, 8th September,
1591, He went to the Indies in 1602, and thence to Japan, where he
laboured for nine years, making many converts and acquiring a competent
knowledge of the language. He was arrested in the course of 1611, and
exiled. Retiring to Macao, he spent the time there in spiritual minis-
trations, but always seeking an opportunity of returning to the Japanese
Mission, This occurred at last, and disguised as a native soldier, he re-
entered the country, but was again arrested and sentenced to death. He
was burnt over a slow fire at Firando, on I5th September, 1622. With
him also died for the Faith, some others, part of that great body of 205
Japanese Martyrs, beatified by Pius IX, 7th July, 1867. Fr. Constanzo
is said to have written some apologetical works in defence of the doctrines
of the Church against the calumnies and misrepresentations of the native
population amongst which he laboured. He also addressed several letters
to various personages, including Fr. Mutinus Vitelleschi (ijth January,
1618).

[C. Sommervogel:  Bibliothtque de la Compagnie de Jtsus, tome ii.
Archives of the Neapolitan Province*]
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NATIONS, communities, individuals have their favourite Saints devoutly
supplicated and tenderly loved, but there is probably no Saint, certainly
none in these more recent times, who has taken captive the mind of the
Catholic world more completely than the girl Nun of Lisieux, " The
little Flower," whose name is household in hundreds of thousands of
homes. Vast numbers of persons imbued with devotion, and even very
many of little or no religious belief, have felt the enormous attraction of
the holy soul which, even amidst the fitful fever of modern life, has left
behind an example of heroic virtue, childlike faith and affectionate sympathy
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